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June 16, 2006

To: All Percussion Marketing Council Members

From: Brad Smith, PMC Co-Executive Director

This is the first edition of a regular PMC NEWS BULLETIN to update PMC members on the recent activity in the organization’s on-going Programs and Industry Alliances. While this edition is designed “for-members-only,” a slightly revised edition will go to the entire rest of the percussion industry for whom we have active e-mail addresses. We hope this News Bulletin will stimulate interest in support and possible membership growth in The Percussion Marketing Council.

PAS Day of Percussion – Working with individual PAS State Chapter Presidents, the PMC conducted one of its first PLAYDRUMS Lesson Labs at the May, 2006 Ohio PAS Day of Percussion, hosted by Youngstown State University. During the day-long event the PMC conducted Free Five-Minute Introductory Drum Lessons and Hand Drumming instruction to over 15 non-players, ranging in age from 6 to 18. As part of the experience, each participating student and parent received an assortment of informative educational materials from the PMC along with a listing of all OHIO NAMM-member percussion shops and general music stores for further student interest development. Every PAS State Chapter is invited to utilize this PMC activity, which is funded in part by the PMC. Please share this with your State Chapter President.
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Roots of Rhythm (ROR) – This 15-part classroom curriculum designed and developed by the PMC, the International House of Blues Foundation, and Dr. Craig Woodson continues to bring more teachers and young people to percussion than any previous PMC program. Through May of 2006, ROR Workshops have been presented at HOB locations in Anaheim, San Diego, Cleveland, Orlando, New Orleans and Las Vegas, and a second series of workshops at these locations plus Atlantic City, Los Angeles and Chicago is being planned for Fall 2006. The complete educator attendance roster is in the process of being compiled for distribution to PMC members and NAMM retailers. 
 
Dr. Craig Woodson,(Ethonomusic) is conducting a weeklong ROR

seminar at Cuyahoga Community College in Cleveland, Ohio. He will introduce ROR materials and teaching techniques to 51 classroom teachers and music specialists as the first step in establishing a nationwide teacher certification program. 
 
In addition, ROR Committee members David Levine (PMC), David Bergstrom (Yamaha) and Paul Damiano (Kaman) have been working together to create an alliance with the individuals and organizations 

responsible for the popular and successful GAMA/MENC guitar education programs. Bergstrom’s vast experience in coordinating the nationally recognized GAMA programs will have a significant impact in bringing the Roots of Rhythm market development program to the attention of progressive music retailers and potential drummers. 
Music Education Coalition – PMC is now an affiliate member with SupportMusic.com. This website offers resources that empower parents, educators and civic organizations to act locally to keep music education strong. PMC’s many current programs and activities are being presented to this diverse coalition for individual and organizational use. We seek to make all PMC market development initiatives recognized and available to all music education organizations.

NAMM Summer Session – NAMM and the PMC will be sponsoring the annual All-Industry Drum Circle event in Austin, Texas scheduled for Saturday, July 15 from 5:45 to 7:00 pm at the 4th Street Atrium Lobby. All NAMM Member Industry firms are invited to participate in this event by providing their suitable branded drum circle equipment for loaned use during the drum circle event. **Reminder! All PMC members have also been invited to participate in and support this event. Confirmation of your planned loaner equipment  for the Drum Circle is TODAY!  Please get me your product lists immediately, as some equipment needs are still open,…Thanks!
Percussion In The Schools – Plans are in place for a new Middle School Outreach Concert Program for 2006-07. PMC successfully developed a similar program in the late ’90s known as the PLAY DRUMS program. Careful evaluation of the PMC Concert Outreach activities by the Executive Committee has indicated a greater need to “bring percussion into the general school assembly program structure.” By using select regional educationally oriented percussion ensembles performing in schools, we are able to reach larger audiences of current non-players. This program will be administered by Advisory Board Members Juan Berrios (Meinl USA) and Tom Shelley (Universal Percussion). All related forms for schools, Percussion Ensemble Group applications and post-concert evaluations are being completed.

November Is International Drum Month – IDM Chairman and Co-Executive Director Pat Brown is working on the outline for the annual International Drum Month theme and related activities. He reports that this year will once again focus on “awareness” and will be supported by advertising in the major music trade publications. In addition, Bentley-Hall, the public relations arm of the PMC, will be sending out monthly press releases targeted toward specific demographics. Bentley-Hall has also been assigned to create a printed piece designed to introduce the Roots of Rhythm program to non-music educators in a further effort to raise awareness of this excellent program.
New Member Welcome – We are pleased to welcome the following new members to our organization: Ethnomusic, Inc.’s Dr. Craig Woodson and Yamaha Corporation’s David Bergstrom.

I hope you will share this PMC News Bulletin with your internal associates. The PMC broadcast list for this inaugural edition will include all PMC Secondary Contact individuals you have indicated to receive these membership-wide communications.

Thank you for your continued support of and participation in the Percussion Marketing Council

Brad Smith

bsmith@halleonard.com
414-774-3630 x291
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